Virtual School Programs
2020-2021

Dear Educator,
The St. Catharines Museum and Welland Canals Centre is pleased to announce our virtual
educational resources for the 2020/2021 school year. Our team of enthusiastic, professional
interpreters plan to deliver Museum programs and tours through a secure, safe, and private
virtual learning environment via the virtual platform that works for you and your
students.
Our Virtual Museum Gallery Tours aim to provide a fun and interactive virtual experience for
your online and in-person classrooms. Pre-recorded or live Virtual Museum tours and
programs include:
-

The Welland Canals: experience this marvel of engineering and internationally
significant waterway up-close. History, geography, and science all in one tour.

-

Follow the North Star: trace the dramatic journey of Freedom Seekers out of
bondage to freedom in St. Catharines. Local stories from settled Freedom Seekers
themselves bring history to life.

We are also excited to offer a number of pre-recorded or live virtual programs for your
students:
-

Junior Engineers: students in ELKP-Grade 3 can become official Junior Engineers
by participating in this fun and fast-paced program focused on transportation,
engineering, and the operations of the Welland Canal.

-

Jr. Travelling Museum (ELKP-Grade 3) & Travelling Museum (Grades 4-6): virtually
offered at this time, students learn about the value of museums in our community
with activities that focus on inferencing and critical thinking-building tasks and
activities.

-

Stories from the Front: for students in Grades 9-12, this virtual edition of our popular
program, featuring local stories from home and the Front from the First World War,
will help you and your students commemorate Remembrance Day. Available with a
virtual Primary Source Study Guide. (Available Nov 1-Nov 15)

We welcome and encourage you to book a virtual visit to the Museum and explore with your
class the many programs and tours we have to offer.
Wishing you and your students a very happy and safe school year,
Adrian Petry,
Visitor Services Coordinator

The Montrealis passes under the Queenston Street
Bridge on its way to Lock 3.

What Educators Are Saying:
“The staff at the Museum were very supportive and flexible in providing a really fun virtual experience for the
students – and it was easy!”
Kate Vaughan
Oakridge Public School
“The Museum staff made the virtual experience really fun and inclusive for all my students. They were so
accommodating to our needs and made the whole process easy! The activities were really fun and
interesting and inspired my students to create projects at home!”
Melanie Ash, DECE
Smithville Public School

New to Virtual Tours and Programs?
Click here to view our 2020-2021 Education Programs Video!
We have learned a lot over the Spring of 2020. Experimenting with different technology options to meet the
needs of students and educators learning from home was challenging, but ultimately rewarding. We’re ready
to help you get the most out of a virtual tour or program. There are two main options to think about for
accessing Museum programming:
Pre-Recorded Video				

Let’s go Live!				

Not ready for Live? That’s ok.
We are happy to put together pre-recorded video
tours or programs that your students can access
however and whenever is best for them.

We can meet you Live! on any platform that works for
you: Microsoft Teams, Google Meets, or we could
even stream to Youtube to allow students to watch
from the classroom and from home at the same time.
The possibilities are endless.

Museum Classroom
Check out Museum Classroom on our blog www.stcatharinesmuseumblog.com for all sorts of
fun activities doable from home or in the classroom. All your learners, no matter their
schedule, access to technology, or location, will be able to participate with these lesson plans.

Museum Classroom on the blog.

Sample Lesson Plan.

Virtual Museum Gallery Tours
(Pre-Recorded or Live)

The Welland Canals
Grades 3-12 | 45-60 minutes
Explore the development and operations of the historic Welland Canals in our fun and
interactive virtually guided gallery tour. Students will see the world-renowned engineering
marvel first-hand and participate in curriculum-based and local history activities.
Also included:
- Pre-and Post-Visit activity packages.
- Question-and-answer follow-up session with the experts (pre-recorded tour option).
Follow the North Star
Grades 3-12 | 45-60 minutes
Trace the journey to freedom through a history of slavery and emancipation, racism and
prejudice, while exploring the lives of St. Catharines’ first African-Canadian settlers in this
virtually guided tour of our award-winning exhibit.
Also included:
- Pre-and Post-Visit activity packages.
- Question-and-answer follow-up session with the experts (pre-recorded tour option).

Emancipation Day Picnic, Lakeside Park, 1940.
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Volunteer Docent Des leads a flashlight tour in 2018.

Virtual Museum Gallery Tours
(Pre-Recorded or Live)

I-Spy Gallery Tour
ELKP-Grade 3 | 25-30 minutes
If you’re looking for a virtual field trip, but the class itinerary is packed, this speedy, fun, and
interactive tour will have students learning basics of the story of our City during this
student-led gallery tour.
This tour is best experienced live with at least a few gregarious students not shy about
asking questions. We can accomodate multiple tours for students learning in-class and from
home on different schedules.
Top-10 Gallery Tour
Grades 4-12 | 30-45 minutes
For classrooms on a busy schedule but want to take a virtual field trip, this fun, interactive,
and fast-moving tour highlights the ‘greatest-hits’ of the Museum’s collection.
This tour is best experienced live. Students should come prepared with a question or two.
We can accomodate multiple tours for students learning in-class and from home on different
schedules.

Virtual Museum Programs
(Pre-Recorded or Live)

Junior Engineers
ELKP – Grade 3 | 30 minutes
The perfect program for those studying transportation.
Through this highly interactive virtual program, students
will become experts in transportation, engineering, and
operations of the Welland Canal.
Jr. Travelling Museum
ELKP – Grade 3 | 30 minutes

Public Programmer Sara leading a
Junior Engineers program in Spring 2020

Designed specifically for young historians! Virtually engaging activities help students practice
their observation and sharing skills. This program makes big themes and topics easily
understandable for students. Limited to one class per session. Program includes Pre-and-Post
Visit packages
Travelling Museum
Grades 4-6 | 45 minutes
Heading into its 8th year, the Travelling Museum has visited over 3500 students around
Niagara, and will continue virtually in 2020-2021. With emphasis on interactive activities and
inference-building tasks, students learn about the value of museums in our community and
significance of behind-the-scenes museum work. Limited to one class per session.
A student examines an artifact during the Travelling
Museum Program in 2017.

St. Catharines soldiers of the First World War
2002-132-20

Special Presentations
Virtual Guided Spirit Walks at Victoria Lawn Cemetery
Pre-Recorded Only
Grades 6-12 | 90 minutes
Watch the entire production of this year’s virtual Guided Spirit Walks at Victoria Lawn
Cemetery or select individual scenes to watch and study on YouTube at your leisure. Scene-byscene study guide available upon request.
Stories from the Front
Live (November 2-13); Pre-Recorded (November 2-30)
Grades 7-12 | 60 minutes
In this 60-minute virtual interactive program, our cast of actors and narrators bring powerful
stories of St. Catharines residents’ experiences in the First World War to life, augmented by
music and photo projections drawn from the St. Catharines Museum collection. Students will
have the opportunity to learn about the Welland Canal Protection Force, gain a deeper
understanding of trench life, and hear stories of local citizens who served in the war effort
locally and overseas. We also offer an additional primary source analysis study guide upon
request.

Planning Your Virtual Visit
Admission Rates
$4.50/student (HST included)*
Bookings
Bookings for virtual guided tours and programs can be made by contacting the
St. Catharines Museum and Welland Canals Centre at 905-984-8880 or by
email museum@stcatharines.ca.
Your Booking Includes…
- Live or pre-recorded virtual guided museum gallery tour or program.
- Question-and-answer session for pre-recorded videos (optional).
- Pre-and Post-Visit activity package and/or Study Guide (as listed).
Curriculum Links
Curriculum Links for all of our programs are available on our website:
stcatharinesmuseum.ca.

The Museum’s Permanent Galleries.
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